RELATIONS WITH  THE  FAIR SEX

To write thus in one's sixty-sixth year and to
practise one's theory in youth were, however, very
different undertakings. Even while discussing love
so philosophically, the writer had to acknowledge
that " in the composition of the human frame, there
is a good deal of inflammable matter/' and few have
had better cause to know it When he saw in the
premature engagement of his ward, Jack Custis, the
one advantage that it would "in a great measure
avoid those little flirtations with other young ladies
that may, by dividing the attention, contribute not a
little to divide the affection," it is easy to think of
him as looking back to his own boyhood, and re-
membering, it is to be hoped with a smile, the suf-
ferings he owed to pretty faces and neatly turned
ankles.

While still a school-boy, Washington was one day
caught " romping with one of the largest girls,"
and veiy quickly more serious likings followed. As
early as 1748, when only sixteen years of age, his
heart was so engaged that while at Lord Fairfax's
and enjoying the society of Mary Gary he poured
out his feelings to his youthful correspondents
"Dear Robin" and "Dear John" and "Dear Sally"
as follows:

" My place of Residence is at present at His Lordships where I
might was my heart disengaged pass my time very pleasantly as theres
a very agreeable Young Lady Lives in the same house (Colo George
Fairfax's Wife's Sister) but as thats only adding Fuel to fire it makes
me the more uneasy for by often and unavoidably being in Company
with her revives my former Passion for your Low Land Beauty
whereas was I to live more retired from young Women I might in
some measure eliviate my sorrows by burying that chast and trouble-tentatious display of religious zeal arising altogether from his
